Amesbury Baptist Church " A series for Group / Personal Study

Jonah

The book of Jonah is unique in the Old Testament."It is the only record of an Israelite prophet being sent to
proclaim God’s message of repentance to another nation. .
The story line is easy to follow, yet this is more than just a story — although it is like a parable in the delivery
of God's message to us- there are also prayers, and the book does begin with the authentic formula for the
call of a prophet. :
The prophet’s task before God was not to explain the message, but to go and faithfully proclaim it.
Jonah is reluctant to do this, but later repents — which is what his hearers at Nineveh eventually do.
It is a book about the need for people to repent and turn to God, and also about the great love and
compassion of God for those who are lost. |
Its value for us today is a powerful reminder of the need to obey God and bring his message of salvation to
the entire world. .

Outline and Structure of the book

1.Jonah’s call — disobedience& thrown into the sea (1:1-16)

2.Salvation and prayer of thanks (1:17-2:10) _

3.8econd call, obedience, preaching and repentance of Ninevites (3:1-10)

4.Anger and God’s response (4:1-11)

Session 1: Boat Trip Jonah 1:1-16 (06 August 2006)

Read vv 1-3

How do we know that Jonah was authorised to be a prophet of God?

How do we know when God speaks to us?

How do we use the Bible to see if what we hear is really from God?

Look up 2 Kings 14:25 to see another reference to Jonah'’s prophetic ministry
What did God want (1) Jonah and (2) the people of Nineveh to do?

What made Jonah disobey God and run away?

In what sense is Jonah's disobedience planned carefully by him?

What makes us disobey God and run away from him? And what can we do about it?
Read vv 4-8

How does God use (1) natural elements and (2) non-believers to achieve his purpose for the Ninevites?
What evidence is there of spirituality among the ship’s crew?

How can we use people’s spirituality when we witness to them?

In what sense were the sailors more spiritual than Jonah at this point?

Read v 9-16

What effect does Jonah’s answer in v9 have upon the crew?

Jonah is disobedient to God — what is God doing here by sending the storm?
Who is affected by Jonah’s sin and why?

What is the greater significance of offering a life so that others may live?
What effect does all this have upon the pagan sailors?

What is their relationship to God at the end of this episode?

Disobedience brings God’s punishment. Repentance is required.

Session 2: Fish Supper Jonah 1:17-2:10 (13 August 2006)
Read 1:17

Wha is the significance of this verse? Look up Matthew 12:38-41 — why does Jesus refer to this book in
speaking about himself?

What is Jesus saying about repentance?

Read 2:1-10

How could Jonah manage to even think of prayer to God in this situation?

What does it teach us about prayer and crises?

How does he honour God in vv 2-7?

What can we learn from this?

How do we know that God answers prayer and hears our distress?







